Current treatment strategies of the German Hodgkin Study Group (GHSG).
Hodgkin's Lymphoma (HL) has developed to one of the best curable human cancers and overall about 80% of patients experience long-term disease free survival. Therefore, current treatment strategies aim at further improving treatment outcome, thereby trying to by minimize therapy-induced complications, such as infertility, cardiopulmonary toxicity, and secondary malignancies. Ongoing trials investigate a reduction of chemotherapy in terms of dose or cycles given, and the application of lower radiation doses and smaller radiation fields. For patients with a specific high-risk profile, new approaches with more intense drug combinations are currently being investigated. Moreover, the advent of effective salvage high-dose therapy for relapsed disease and a better understanding of prognostic factors have further improved the management of HL. Here, we summarize current strategies of the German Hodgkin Study Group (GHSG) in diagnostics and treatment of primary and relapsed HL, together with recent approaches for specific subgroups of HL patients.